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TAGS: PINS 

SUBJECT: KARACHI TERRORISTS 
REF: STATE 023664 

1. ATHENS PRESS FEBRUARY 6 REPORTED GOVERNMENT SOURCE 
ON GOG POSITION RE TWO CONVICTED ARAB TERRORISTS. 
ACCORDING TO GOG OFFICIAL NEWS SERVICE. ATHENS NEWS 
AGENCY, GOVERNMENT SOURCE, REFERRING TO NEWS AGENCY 
REPORTS ON ATTITUDE OF GOG IN CASE OF TWO CONVICTED 
ARAB TERRORISTS, EMPHASIZED THAT STATEMENT ON FOREIGN 
MINISTER SPYRIDON TETENES BEFORE LATEST TERRORISTS ATTACK 
ON GREEK SHIP IN PORT OF KARACHI REMAINED GREEK POSITION. 
ANA REPEATED FM TETENES' STATEMENT OF JANUARY 28 
(ATHENS 575), "JUDICIAL AUTHORITY AS AN INDEPENDENT 
AGENCY HAS CARRIED OUT ITS DUTY ACCORDING TO CONSCIENCE. 
THE GOVERNMENT, AN ENTIRELY DIFFERENT STATE AGENCY 
(SIC), WILL HANDLE THE MATTER FURTHER ON THE STRENGTH 
OF CRITERIA GOVERNING DECISIONS TO BE TAKEN ON VARIOUS 
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OF THE PROCEDURE INVOLVING LEGAL MEANS." 

2. ENGLISH-LANGUAGE ATHENS NEWS REPORTED ADDITIONAL 
COMMENT FROM GOVERNMENT SOURCE THAT "WHEN THE THREE 
ASIAN TERRORISTS HIIACKED SHIP AND HELD TWO OF ITS 
OFFICERS HOSTAGES IN PORT OF KARACHI WE CALLED ARAB 
AMBASSADORS IN ATHENS AND TOLD THEM SUCH ACTION COULD 
ONLY JEOPARDIZE THEIR POSITION. WE TOLD THEM THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT HAD ALREADY EXPRESSED ITS INTENTION TO COMMUTE 
THE DEATH PENALTIES OF THE TWO ARABS AND EVENTUALLY TO GET 
RID OF THEM. HOWEVER, WE DID NOT GIVE ASSURANCE IN ORDER 

TO RELEASE THE HOSTAGES. ON THE CONTRARY. WE TOLD THEM 
THAT IF THE HOSTAGES WERE HARMED, THE GOVERNMENT ACTING 
UNDER PUBLIC OPINION PRESSURE, WOULD HAVE NO ALTERNATIVE 
BUT TO EXECUTE THE TWO CONVICTED TERRORISTS." ONLY OTHER 
ATHENS NEWSPAPER TO REPORT FULLER VERSION OF GOG REMARKS 
WAS AKROPOLIS WHERE ARTICLE NOTED GOG HAD AGREED PRIOR 
TO KARACHI INCIDENT TO RELEASE ARAB TERRORISTS. 

(COMMENT: DESPITE ANA'S LIMITED REPORTING OF GOVERNMENT 
STATEMENT, EMBASSY BELIEVES ATHENS NEWS COVERAGE REPRESENTS 
BETTER APPROXIMATION OF FULL STATEMENT.) 

3. SUPREME COURT PRESIDENT KANELLAKOS TOLD EMBOFFS 
FEBRUARY 5 THAT FROM JUDICIAL VIEWPOINT PARDON OR AMNESTY 
COULD BE GRANTED TWO CONVICTED TERRORISTS AT ANY TIME 
SINCE THERE WAS NO QUESTION OF COMPETENCE OF CRIMINAL 
COURT WHICH TRIED CASE. ALTHOUGH APPEAL HAS BEEN FILED 
WITH SUPREME COURT, KANELLAKOS SAID SUCH APPEAL COULD BE 
WITHDRAWN. 

4. EMBASSY CONTINUES TO BELIEVE TERRORISTS WILL 
EVENTUALLY BE DEPORTED. WE DO NOT THINK FURTHER U.S. 

APPROACH TO GOG WOULD SERVE USEFUL PURPOSE IN THIS CASE. 

GOG FULLY AWARE U.S. POSITION. 

TASCA 
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